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tinguished the League. Among other matters we
often come across applications from cities to be
admitted into the Hansa. Their candidature was
generally addressed to Liibeck, and their claims and
resources carefully scrutinized by the prudent League.
As a rule the demand was conceded. The League
was never sorry to see its strength grow, and its
expenses diminish by being divided among a greater
number of towns. Such admission, however, was
made upon unequal conditions, according to the im-
portance, the resources, and the situation of the city
in question. This inequality had struck deep roots
also in the very heart of the cities. The inhabitants
were far removed from enjoying the same prerogatives,
the Hansa was by no means a democratic associa-
tion. The most important posts were reserved for a
certain number of families know as patricians, who
had distinguished themselves by services for the com-
mon weal, or who held power in the shape of wealth.
An individual, however, could be " unhansed " as well
as a city, if he had failed to observe some law of high
commercial consequence, and it was even more diffi-
cult for an individual to be readmitted than a town.

From the inequalities in the position of different
members of the League there arose conflicts of interest
which were to prove e* the little rift within the lute,"
that by and by should " make the music mute." For
instance, the interest of the maritime towns was not
always that of the inland ones. Schisms and divi-
sions were apt, above all, to take place when there
was a question of beginning a war, as this could never
be done without general approbation. Each town